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Vice-Chancellor’s PhD Scholarships

Barriers to breast cancer screening amongst South Asian groups in London

School of Social Sciences and Professions

Screening for breast cancer has declined by 10% since 2010 and it has worsened during the pandemic. Due to its diverse population, London is the region where screening uptake is the lowest in the UK. Compared to White British women, South Asian, Black and women from other minoritised ethnic groups have a lower likelihood of attending routine mammographic screening and experience worse cancer-related health outcomes. There is, however, paucity of evidence about the behaviours underpinning screening uptake in ethnically minoritised communities. To address this gap, researchers at the Centre for Primary Health and Social Care are undertaking a project on the most affected population groups. 
This PhD studentship thus aims to research the behavioural factors influencing breast cancer screening with a focus on women from South Asian origin (Pakistani, Indian and Bangladeshi) living in London. The study will involve the use of behavioural science to identify key barriers to screening, and the use of qualitative, co-production and acceptability methods to develop an evidence-based intervention to promote uptake in South Asian groups.
We welcome applications from all qualified candidates, particularly those with a South Asian background. 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]For enquiries about the research please contact Prof. Yolanda Eraso y.eraso@londonmet.ac.uk 
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